
TECHNIQUES IN EDITORIAL WRITING  

 

A. Persuasive Techniques in Editorial Writing  

According to Weaver R. and Hybels, S. (2001), persuasion is a process that 

occurs when the communicator influences the values, beliefs, attitudes or 

behaviours of another person. Some of the literary techniques employed in 

editorials include:  

1. Keep the writing simple but mature and corporate.  

2. Mind your language: The language must be unambiguous, punchy, 

concise and meaningful.  

3. Create a remarkable first impression  

4. Say exactly what you mean  

5. Make use of repetition  

6. Use a lot of literary device  

7. A strong closing appeal.  

 

B. Propaganda Techniques in Editorial Writing.  

Okoro, N &Agbo, B (2003) argued that effective editorial writing requires a 

thorough knowledge and mastery of the techniques for propaganda.  

Ukonu, M (2005) defines propaganda as the rational use of argument as well 

as emotional appeals to influence behaviours or thoughts either for good or 

for bad. Some of the propaganda techniques include: 

1. Glittering generalities.  

2. Name calling.  



3. Cards tacking.  

4. Bandwagon.  

5. Testimonial.  

6. Transfer device.  

7. Appeal to popularity.  

8. Appeal to sympathy.  

9. Appeal to change.  

10. Appeal to special interest.  

11. Appeal to truth.  

12. The attack strategy.  

 

SOURCING FOR THE EDITORIAL MATERIALS  

Editorial materials can be sourced primarily from topical events that are 

reported from the mass media. The reported events must be explosive and of 

public interest. In writing an editorial, the writer can do justice to the topic 

by discussing with experts especially if the issue under consideration is a 

technical one. In this jet age, internet is a good facility for editorial writers to 

source for materials. Editorials can browse through the internet and 

download useful materials to “cook” an editorial menu of high public taste.  

Editorial is a serious-minded issue, it should not be written based on hearsay 

or scoops from mere throwaway dialogues from members of the society. A 

good editorial is no doubt the product of good research. Journals, books, 

government gazettes, biographies/assembly proceedings, constitutions and 

authoritative sources can be useful in editorial writing.  


